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impossible of execution. It will be remembered that
Stephenson was one of the engineers who had worked
for the Saint-Simonians.
The Press, also, was derisive. The Times pontifi-
cated about the natural obstacles which were bound
to nullify the enterprise " in a land where the face of
nature is changed by a tempest of wind. ... A single
night of storm will engulf everything in the sand."
While the halfpenny Daily News sarcastically stated
that " the literature of fiction is not dead in the land
of Alexander Dumas and Monsieur de Lesseps. The
most extravagant romancers are children compared
with the great discoverer of a new Pelusium, trying to
convince his audience that 250 sick Europeans and 600
conscripted Arabs will accomplish this stupendous
work, without money, without water, without
stones...."
De Lesseps was not in the slightest degree dis-
couraged by these pin-pricks. He held his head high,
and many a shrewd business man was impressed by
the burning conviction of the clear-sighted Frenchman.
He crusaded up and down the country, lecturing,
exhorting, cajoling, a monument of tireless energy. He
launched a circular at the Members of Parliament,
Merchants, Indian Shipowners, etc. He addressed
Chambers of Commerce. He knew who were the real
masters of Mid-Victorian England. Let the politicians
bleat about international complications! They counted
for nothing. He could rally the City to his standard
and force their hands. " I have come to England to
place the matter clearly before the eyes of the public,11
he proclaimed. " I appeal to the interests and am